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On May 20, 2013, the New York Times
reported in an article entitled, ‘‘Camp-
ing out for five days, in hopes of a
union job,” the following:

The men began arriving last Wednesday,
first a trickle, then dozens. By Friday there
were hundreds of them, along with a few
women. They set up their tents and mat-
tresses on the sidewalk in Long Island City,
Queens . . . and settled in to wait as long as
five days and nights for a slender chance at
a union job as an elevator mechanic. . . .
There were more than 800 by sun-up Monday.
. .. The union accepts 750 applications for
the 150 to 200 spots in its four-year appren-
ticeship program.

There are more examples, and I could
go on. But I do believe this idea that
Americans won’t work is not correct. If
we take a person who has been unem-
ployed for a while and place them in a
position where the labor is physical, it
takes a while to get in shape. If you are
going to play ball, it takes a while to
get in physical condition. People going
into the Army are not expected to
meet the physical fitness test the first
week. They build up to it.

Businesses have to participate in this
effort, too. Businesses need to under-
stand they are not entitled and cannot
expect—for the government of the
United States to produce perfectly fit,
well-trained people for every single job
they would like to fill. Sometimes they
have to hire people, train them on the
job, let them work into it and learn the
skills on the job. It is some new idea,
apparently, that businesses have to
have so much training. We certainly
need to use the job-training programs
in this country to more effectively
train workers for real jobs out there. It
is a valid criticism of our trade schools
and some of our community colleges
that they are not focusing on reality.
But my State has done a great job—a
far better job than in most States—and
I saw a report recently about how Mis-
sissippi is doing an excellent job. I be-
lieve our program is at least as effec-
tive, if not better. So we are doing bet-
ter. But businesses have always had to
bring people into their workplaces and
train them to handle the physical chal-
lenges that some jobs require.

Madam President, I thank the Chair
for an opportunity to share these re-
marks. I am disappointed that when we
are talking about unemployment in
America, we have a Congress and a
Senate refusing to even allow this
amendment to come up for a vote.
Without a doubt it would work, be fair,
and would simply make it more dif-
ficult for people who are not here law-
fully, who shouldn’t be able to get jobs
in America—would make it more dif-
ficult for them to get that job, freeing
that position up for unemployed Amer-
icans who need to get in the workforce
and off the welfare rolls. That is the
goal.

We have a huge number of welfare
programs. We spend $750 billion a year
on means-tested programs to help peo-
ple who are lower income, and that is
50 percent more than the defense budg-
et, more than Social Security, and
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more than Medicare. Those programs
are not working well. They need to
come together in a coherent whole
with a unified vision. The vision should
be to help people who are in stressful
circumstances; help them aggressively,
in a practical, realistic way; put them
in a job-training program that would
allow them to take a job. We could eas-
ily do that with the money we are
spending now. We would have more
Americans working and off the welfare
rolls. We would save billions of dollars
at the same time. They would make
more money, be more fulfilled, have
more self-respect, and reduce the budg-
et deficit at the same time.

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.
I note the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DON-
NELLY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators allowed to speak therein for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

JUSTICE FOR ALL
REAUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, last
week, I called on members of the Sen-
ate to come together and support reau-
thorization of the Justice for All Act, a
bipartisan law that increased resources
devoted to DNA and other forensic
technology, established safeguards to
prevent wrongful convictions, and en-
hanced protections for crime victims.
The bipartisan bill to reauthorize this
historic law was reported unanimously
by the Senate Judiciary Committee
last fall. Every Senate Democrat has
cleared the way for passage of this im-
portant measure, and I hope Senate Re-
publicans will soon follow suit so that
we can take one step closer to reau-
thorizing this law that protects and
supports victims of crime.

The programs created by the Justice
for All Act have had an enormous im-
pact, and it is crucial that we reau-
thorize them. The legislation strength-
ens important rights for crime victims,
reauthorizes the Debbie Smith DNA
Backlog Grant Program, seeks to im-
prove the quality of indigent defense,
and increases access to post-conviction
DNA testing to help protect the inno-
cent.

The reauthorization legislation also
strengthens the Kirk Bloodsworth Post
Conviction DNA Testing Grant Pro-
gram. Kirk Bloodsworth was the first
person in the United States to be exon-
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erated from a death row crime through
the use of DNA evidence. The program
named for Mr. Bloodsworth provides
grants to States for testing in those
criminal cases like Mr. Bloodsworth’s
where someone has been convicted but
where significant DNA evidence was
not tested. The Justice for All Reau-
thorization Act of 2013 expands State
access to post-conviction DNA testing
funds by restricting the evidence pres-
ervation conditions set for this pro-
gram to felony cases, which is a more
attainable goal for States.

This legislation also takes important
steps to ensure that all criminal de-
fendants, including those who cannot
afford a lawyer, receive effective rep-
resentation. It requires the Depart-
ment of Justice to assist States in de-
veloping an effective and efficient sys-
tem of indigent defense. I know as a
former prosecutor that the system only
works as it should when each side is
well represented by competent and
well-trained counsel.

The bill also asks States to produce
comprehensive plans for their criminal
justice systems, which will help to en-
sure that criminal justice systems op-
erate effectively as a whole and that
all parts of the system work together
and receive the resources they need.

The bill reauthorizes and improves
key grant programs in a variety of
areas throughout the criminal justice
system. Importantly, it increases au-
thorized funding for the Paul Coverdell
Forensic Science Improvement Grant
program, which is a vital program to
assist forensic laboratories in per-
forming the many forensic tests that
are essential to solving crimes and
prosecuting perpetrators.

We need to continue the bipartisan
work that has been done. During the
Judiciary Committee mark-up we
unanimously adopted amendments be-
fore passing the bill, one from Senator
DIANNE FEINSTEIN, and one from Sen-
ator JEFF FLAKE. Both amendments
strengthened rights for crime victims,
and added to the comprehensive im-
provements contained in the bill.

I thank Senators COONS, UDALL of
New Mexico, MCCONNELL, KLOBUCHAR,
FRANKEN, PORTMAN, FEINSTEIN, HATCH,
SCHUMER, LANDRIEU, BURR, COLLINS,
BENNET, and SHAHEEN for their support
as cosponsors of this bill.

I am glad to be partnering with Sen-
ator JOHN CORNYN on this legislation.
We have done important work in the
Judiciary Committee to support law
enforcement and victims of crime. Last
week, he and I introduced sweeping leg-
islation to improve the use of forensic
evidence in criminal cases. The Crimi-
nal Justice and Forensic Science Re-
form Act helps ensure that forensic
labs throughout the Nation operate ac-
cording to the highest standards, and
that State and local labs have the re-
sources they need. Both that measure
and the Justice for All Reauthorization
Act of 2013 are important priorities to
support our criminal justice system
and law enforcement.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-25T14:21:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




